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Dear Teachers,  

Thank you for joining us in this exciting program from New 

Jersey Symphony and Undead Arts and for bringing your 

students to experience the magic of a live production. We are so 

pleased that you and your students will be attending The Magic 

Flute , and hope it will be a memorable highlight of their school 

year.  

O ur team of music educators —Shawna E. Longo, Matthew 

Pomel, and Erin Halat —created these materials to help you and 

your students prepare for what they will see and hear in the 

theater. Inside, you’ll find background information and student -

friendly guides d esigned to make the performance more 

meaningful for everyone. These materials are designed to allow 

you to pick and choose what works best in your classroom and 

for your students.  

E xplore the resources with your students before the 

performance and revisit them afterward to extend the 

experience. Our goal is to support you in making the arts 

accessible, engaging, and enjoyable for all students.  

We are grateful for your participation and commitment to 

bringing the arts into your classroom. Thank you for the 

important work you do every day to inspire and guide your 

students.  E njoy the performance!  

Warmly,  

 

Joanna Borowski  

Vice President of Education & Community Engagement  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   What to Do if You Feel Distracted at the Opera 
 

Refocus with your eyes – pick one singer , costume, or instrument to follow for a while.  

Listen closely  – try to notice a new sound in the music (like a flute, drum, or violin).  

Be a detective  – ask yourself: What story are the  singers  telling right now?  

Look for details – colors, shapes, or patterns in the costumes and sets.  

Make connections  – imagine: How would I feel if I were that character?  

Think about the story  – remember what happened earlier and guess what might happen next.  

Stay calm and still  – take a slow breath and reset your focus without moving around.

Know Before You Go  

Remember, the singers  and musicians have practiced for 

months to perform for you.  

Be the kind of audience you would want if you were on 

stage.  
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YouTube Playlist  

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_TGycBvdN2ID6xVFlCbC5TgG0NcFQaWs&si=5xh

StzvhXlyq5y33  

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_TGycBvdN2ID6xVFlCbC5TgG0NcFQaWs&si=5xhStzvhXlyq5y33
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_TGycBvdN2ID6xVFlCbC5TgG0NcFQaWs&si=5xhStzvhXlyq5y33


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening Guide  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
PITCH 
Moving from one distance of sound to another. High to low. 

 

DURATION 
The amount of time a sound or silence occurs. 

* Long (whole notes/rests, half notes/rests) or 

* Short (quarter notes/rests, eighth notes/rests, sixteenth notes/rests). 
 

DYNAMICS 
The sound level at which music is played. 

 

* Soft (piano, pianissimo) 

* Medium (mezzo-piano or mezzo-forte) 

 

TONE COLOR 
The quality of sound, what the voice or instrument sounds like. Also referred to 

 

Examples include: light, airy, dark, mystical, rich, full, dancing, excited. 

 

FORM 
The organization of music. Examples include: 

* ABA (first section, second section, first section repeats) 

* AB (first section, followed by second section) 
* Rondo (ABACA - The A section always comes after each new section). 

 

TEXTURE 
The layers of sound within a piece of music. Examples include: 

 

* Melody and Harmony (polyphony) 

* Chords (3 or more notes played at the same time. 

* Loud (forte or fortissimo) 

as Timbre. 

* Just Melody (monophony) 
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SPACE 
Where you perform (stage, chair, immediate surrounding area) 

Where action occurs (the distance between characters, settings) 

 

TIME 
* When in history 

 

IMITATION 
Reproduction of thoughts and ideas. 

 

 

ACTION 
 

 
 

 

LANGUAGE 
 

 

* Verbal Word 

 

 

ENERGY 
The intensity with which you engage with the piece. 

 

 

* Movement of people. 
* Movement of the story. 

Communicating through: 
* Written Word 
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* Period of the day 



 
 
 
 
 

 
STORYTELLING 
Communicating a message or plot 
Taking an audience on a journey 
Using movement to show what is happening 

 

 

ACTION 
Physical tasks a puppet performs to show it is “alive” 
How puppets interact with objects and other characters 
Ensuring every move has a “why” behind it 

 

 

CHARACTERIZATION 
Specific unique traits and character “personality” 
The foundation of individuality 

 

 

EXPRESSION 
The transmission of emotion 
Clarity of intent (guiding character motivation) 

 

 

BODY LANGUAGE 
Communication of important subtext (and motivation) 
Visual establishment of character and status 

 

 

THE POWER OF SUBTLETY 
Using small, delicate movements to create a big impact 
Establishing realism and depth 
Commanding an audience’s attention (engagement) 
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Lesson Plans  
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https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4
https://create.kahoot.it/share/njso-the-magic-flute/dbdc2f7c-972b-4c7f-b8ee-d85a7bf9dce4


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Additional Resources  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Jersey State Standards  
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